
April Fool’s Day  

 

Read the text, then answer the questions under the text. 

 

April fool’s day is celebrated in many countries. We do not exactly know when this tradition 

started, but many people believe the beginning was in 1582 in France. Until 1582 the beginning of 

the New Year was celebrated on April 1st, as this was the first day of spring. But then King 

Charles IX introduced a new calendar, which moved the first day of the year to January 1st. This 

calendar is called the Gregorian calendar. 

Many people didn’t accept the new start of the year and still celebrated New Year on April 1st. 

They were called April fool’s and pranks1 were played on them. 

Today this tradition has spread over many countries.  In Scotland, for example, people love to 

stick little signs at the back of other people. This was the beginning of the “Kick-me” sign.  

Typical other jokes are sending people around for stupid things or telling them “Your shoes are 

untied.” 

Whenever you play an April fool’s joke on somebody…be nice!  You could be the next fool! 

 

Answer the questions: 

 

1. Where is April fool’s day celebrated? 

  only in Germany    in many countries 

  only in Europe    only in one country 

 

2. Why was the New Year celebrated on April 1st? 

  It was the birthday of King Charles IX.    It was the ending of the year. 

  It was a funny date.       It was the first day of spring. 

 

3. Who are “April fool’s”? 

  People who didn’t accept the new start of the year. 

  People who didn’t like April. 

  People who liked April. 

 

4. What do people like to do in Scotland on April 1st? 

  They write funny letters. 

  They play a game “trick or treat”. 

  They stick little signs at the back of other people.   

 

 

                                                 
1 Streich 



April Fool’s Day  

 

 

NOW YOU:  Today is April fool’s day. Let’s play a prank on somebody! (Du kannst die    

     folgenden Aufgaben auch auf Deutsch beantworten.) 

5. Who do you want to play a prank to? _________________________________ 

6. Make your own prank and write down, what you want to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Ask your family about funny pranks. Take notes about some good pranks. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8. Now you heard many pranks! Some were good pranks; some were not as good as others.  

What do you think makes a prank a good prank? 

 

 

 

 

Fill the gap: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a GOOD prank, 

if 

___________________

___________ 



April Fool’s Day  

 

Homework: Play a prank on someone on April 1st. Write down what you did and how the  

  “April fool” reacted. 

 
 

 

Here are some pranks. Maybe they can help you. 

 

Changing salt with sugar 

 

Putting sugar into cigarettes 

 

Putting salt into the morning coffee 

 

Stick a “kick me” sign at the back of somebody 

 

Sending somebody away to bring something not existent 

 

Attention: 

Whenever you play an April fool’s joke on somebody…be nice!  You 

could be the next fool! 

 

 

 

 


